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ISO TR 17755:2004 

Fire safety 
- 

Overview of national  
fire statistics practices  

Australia, Canada, People Republic of China, France, Japan,  
Kenya, South Korea, Russia, United Kingdom, USA. 



 Terminology 

 Methodology 

 Training 

 

Three main issues 



The definition of a fire death 

 Russia does not include the death occurred during 
a road traffic accident, air and rail disaster, and in 
sites enjoying the right of extraterritoriality 
(embassies…). 

 
 Canada does not include people who die by fire 

resulting from vehicle accidents. 

 
 China and Kenya do not include fatalities due to 

arson fires. 



The definition of a fire death 

 France Official Home Ministry statistics only 
include fatalities declared dead at the scene … 
Does NOT include casualties who die in the 

hospital or Ambulance 



The Definition of Time 

 Paris ‘Night’ begins at 18:00  
Nord County ‘Night’ begins at 22:00 



Australia 

France 

Canada 1 year and 1 day 

China 7 days 

Japan 48 hours 1 month 

Korea 24 hours 

Kenya 

Russia 

UK 

USA 

t 

Length of time given after a fire  
to take  into account a fire death 



Who is in charge of the fire incident report? 

Percentage of firefighters in charge of the fire incident 
reports who have received a special training on fire 
investigation 

0 % 
10 % 

11 % 
to  

40 % 

50 % 



Trends of national fire 
statistics are not impacted 
by this issue   

Fire statistics can be 
compared only if they are 
built on the same 
characteristics and definitions  



ISO DIS 17755 - 2 

Fire safety 
- 

Statistical data collection 
- 

Part 2: definitions of terms  



FSH/21 







Identify synonymous 



Give a unique definition to terms for which 
different definitions are available and used 







Location of the fire  

Area of origin of the fire  

Point of origin of the fire  



Give a definition to undefined terms 





ISO TR 17755:2004 

Fire safety 
- 

Overview of national  
fire statistics practices  

1. More countries involved 
2. Wildland fires 



ISO 17755 - 3 

Fire safety 
- 

Methodology for collecting  
fire statistics  



ISO 17755 - 4 

Fire safety 
- 

Training and qualification 
of fire investigators 



Analyze of 3 years  

(2012 – 2013 – 2014) 

of fire reports 

in which fire fatalities were discovered  

on the location of the fires 

 _______________  

Police fire scientific investigators  

Paris Police Laboratory 





15,3 % of all fire fatalities 
were caused by 
voluntary fires 

 
 



86 % of all fire fatalities 
in residential buildings were 

the occupants of the dwellings  
where the fire started 

 



The cause of the fires  
at the origin of 66 %  

of all fire fatalities was an 
inappropriate human 

behavior 





 ½ day – Workshop on “fire statistics”  

• Fires and firefighter casualties in the USA 

• Fires and their consequences in Canada by type of  
      buildings and constructions  

• Wildland fires in Australia 

• Fire incidents and regulation in New Zealand  

• The impact of highly aged society in fire casualties  
      in Japan 

• The influence of the building use on fire casualties  
      in Korea  
• Fires and their consequences in Sweden  

• Paris Police Laboratory: lessons of three years  
     (2012 – 2014) of fire investigations   



Conclusion 

Because: 
1. each life is important, 
2. the determination of the causes and circumstances  
      of fires will be more and more important, 

all fire experts need to work with relevant information  
such as accurate fire statistics.  

Our unique goal is to give the logical and appropriate tools  
in order to improve these fire statistics and thus participate  
in reducing the fire risk and its consequences… 


