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Vegetation Fire 

 

Fires that uses vegetation as the main fuel source. 
Includes wildfire incidents and prescribed 

burning, as well as the use of suppression fires. 

 

For example: forest, heath, grass and agricultural 
fires. 
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Life risk in the UK caused by wildfire 
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Wildfire incidents 1995 to 2010 
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European 2003 summer temperatures:  
normal by 2040s, cool by 2060s 

observations 

HadCM3 Medium-High (SRES A2) 
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Kindly provided by 
the UK Met Office 
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London 
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Manchester & Leeds 

Newcastle 
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Just under 100K incidents 
in 2 years 
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Wildfire and Forest Fire Summary 

Between April 2009 to March 2011 England’s Fire 
and Rescue Services attended: 

• Just under 100,000 wildfire incidents 

• with 11,400 hectares burnt in England 

 

Forest fires accounted for: 

• 11% of all wildfires or over 10,900 incidents  

• 12% of the area burnt or approx. 1,400 hectares 
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Other wildfire incidents 

Forest fires compared to other wildfires: 

• Urban wildfire - 50K incidents (50%) but only 900 ha burnt (8%) 

 

• Open Habitats - 5,100 (5%) incidents but significantly larger areas 
burnt 5,600 ha (50%) of semi-natural grasslands, mountainous, 
heathlands and bogs 

 

• Agriculture - 14K incidents (32%) and 4,800 ha (35%) burnt arable and 
improve grassland 

 

• Other - 900 incidents (>1%) and 58 ha burnt of coastal, freshwater 
and saltwater land use (0.5%) 
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FRS Response to Wildfires 

• Total FRS Vehicle Hours: 366,201 

• Average FRS Duration and Vehicle Hours: 2 to 
3.40 hours 

• Primary Fires: 5,235 

• Cost to FRS of vehicle response to wildfire 
incidents: up to £110M (using an appliance 
valued at £300 per hour)  
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Data kindly provided by Hampshire FRS in 2009 
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Power lines 

Commercial properties 

Residential 
properties 

Adjacent 
landowners 
young 
conifers 

Wetland 
natural breaks 

Active woodland 
management 

Major road network 

Fire breaks in 
ride network 



South East England Wildfire Group 

09/02/12 FRSUG 



South East England Wildfire Group 

09/02/12 FRSUG 



South East England Wildfire Group 

09/02/12 FRSUG 



South East England Wildfire Group 

09/02/12 FRSUG 

Rob Gazzard 

 

Questions?  

 

 

South East England Wildfire Group 

robert.gazzard@btinternet.com 

07985 956260 


